Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.009 Å; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.083; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.8.
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Experimental
Crystal data [U(C 15 Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ). et al., 1997a ,b, 1995 , 2000 Rajagopal et al., 2002; Fun, Kannan, S., Chantrapromma et al. 2002; Fun, Kannan, S., Usman et al. 2002 Alagar et al., 2003 , 2004 . Generally, two dbm and one L are placed in an equatorial plane of the uranyl(VI) ion (UO 2   2+ ). This results in a UO 2 (dbm) 2 L complex with a pentagonal-bipyramidal geometry around the uranium atom. In our previous study, we also used UO 2 (dbm) 2 DMSO complex (DMSO = dimethyl sulfoxide) as a precurs-
- (Mizuoka & Ikeda, 2004) . In our recent experiment, we obtained crystals of the title compound, UO 2 (dbm) 2 EtOH (I), suitable for single-crystal X-ray analysis. In this paper, we report results of the structure determination of I to accumulate more structural data in a series of UO 2 (dbm) 2 L complexes.
The molecular structure of I is shown in Fig. 1 . The uranium atom in I is surrounded by seven O atoms; two O are at the axial positions, and the remaining five O from dbm and EtOH in the equatorial plane. As a consequence, the coordination geometry around U in I is pentagonal bipyramidal. The deviations of the O atoms in dbm and EtOH from the equatorial plane are within 0.1 Å.
Bond lengths in I are listed in Table 1 , and are similar to the structural parameters of other UO 2 (dbm) 2 L complexes reported previously. As an exception, the bond length between U and O of EtOH [U1-O7 = 2.464 (4) Å] seems to be slightly longer than the corresponding bond lengths in the UO 2 (dbm) 2 L complexes (L = di-substituted sulfoxides, dibenzoylacetone, and triphenylphosphine oxide), while shorter than those with H 2 O, malonanilide, and camphor. It is likely that the bond et al. 2001) . In this discussion, the steric effect of L should also be taken into account. However, it is not the case of I, because there seems to be no significant steric hindrance due to EtOH in its molecular structure shown in Fig. 1 .
Intermolecular hydrogen bond between OH group of ethanol and the -yl oxygen, O7-H6···O2 i [symmetry operation: (i)
, was observed between the neighboring complex molecules (Table 2) . This results in a dimeric aggregate of I as shown in Fig. 2 .
Solution of uranyl nitrate hexahydrate (1.20 g) in 2 ml of ethanol was added to a hot solution (10 ml) of dibenzoylmethane (Hdbm, 0.523 g) in 10 ml of ethanol with vigorous stirring. After addition of 1 N NaOH (3 ml), the solution was concentrated by heating, and then cooled to room temperature. Deposited crystals of the title compound were filtered off, washed with ethanol, and dried under the ambient atmosphere.
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Refinement
The structure was solved by direct methods, SIR97 (Altomare et al., 1999) and expanded using Fourier techniques (Beurskens et al., 1999) . The H atom from the OH group was located from a difference map and the remaining H atoms were placed at calculated positions. All H atoms were refined as riding on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C,O).
Figures Fig. 1 . : Molecular structure of UO 2 (dbm) 2 EtOH (I) with displacement elipsoids shown at the 50% probability level. Hydrogen atoms are omitted for clarity. 
Dashed lines indicate intermolecular -OH···O yl hydrogen bonds between neighboring molecules. Hydrogen atoms except for the OH group are omitted for clarity. 
